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CATERHAM  AND  WARLINGHAM 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
1973 


Public  Health  Department, 
Pelham  House, 

5^  Harestone  Valley  Road, 
Caterham,  Surrey. 


March  197^ 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Caterham 

and  Warlingham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1973» 
This  year,  because  of  local  government  re-organisation,  there  is  no 
statutory  requirement  to  produce  this  Annual  Report.  However,  because 
of  the  interest  the  Council  has  shown  in  this  report  in  previous  years 
and  so  that  the  County  archives  can  have  a complete  record  of  reports, 
which  go  back  to  1901,  I am  producing  it  again  although  I cannot  give 
the  statistics  for  births  and  deaths  which  will  not  be  available  before 
the  31st  March. 

The  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  introduced  in  l8^7 
and  in  the  127  years  since  then  enormous  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  health  of  the  country.  The  overwhelming  environmental  and  infectious 
disease  problems  facing  the  first  Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  now 
largely  been  dealt  with,  and  with  effect  from  1st  April  197^  the  designated 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  no  more.  However,  infectious  diseases, 
food  poisoning  and  environmental  problems  still  remain  with  us  and  will 
continue  to  face  the  Environmental  Health  Officer  and  the  Proper  Officer 
in  the  years  to  come.  The  re-organised  Local  Government  and  Health  Services 
have  been  brought  in  to  deal  with  the  changing  circumstances  and  I wish  ray 
colleagues  and  successors  well  in  the  future.  We  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  can,  however,  look  back  with  pride  on  what  we  have  achieved  in  the 
past. 


I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  and  Health 
Committee  and  all  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  kindness  and  support  they 
have  always  given  me  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their 
efficiency  and  helpfulness  at  all  times. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.B.  MORWOOD 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29095530 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

8,233 

Population  - Census  1971 

35,910 

Registrar  General’s  estimated 
h#me  population  - 1973 

mid-year 

35,840 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

- December 

1973 

11,00.8 

Rateable  Value  - December  1973 

£4,006,668 

Sum  represented  by  Ip  rate  - 
December  1973 

£40,100 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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Measles 
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Total 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  EACH  YEAR  SINCE  I962  ' 


Ri  . 

Si 


00 


OJ 


rj 

I 

ON 


LA 


LA 

rH 


rA 


Si 


LA  LA  --i- 


• -4- 

rA 


rA  Ai 


rA 


O 

L"^ 

ON 


rA 


rA  H -4 

rH  rH 


I VO 

00 


ON 


LA 


LA 


ON 

NO 

ON 


lA 


'O 


[>- 


(Tv 

AJ 

rH 


I — I 


LA 


rA 


00 

VO 

ON 


LA 

AJ 


VO 


-d" 


A- 


VD 

H 


VO 


LA 


A- 

VD 

ON 

rH 


I AJ  H 
AJ 


-4-  t rH  o 
AJ  H H 

rA 


I NO 


VO 

NO 

ON 


I AJ 
AJ 
rH 


I rA  I 00  rA  I AJ  I 
AJ  fH 

AJ 


LA 

VO 

ON| 

rH 


-4| 

vol 

ON 

iH| 


rA 


ON 

o 


ON 


rA 


I rA  i 


5 


rH 

ON 

rH 


00 

•4’ 


00 


I iH  4-  I 00  AJ  AJ 
H H 

LA 


rA 


00 


AJ 

VO 

ON 

rH 


I IO>A-»  lOirAOICN-H 
4-  A-  rH 


Vi 

6 


CO 

tp 

(0 

•H 

(U 

•H 

■P 

0 

G 

rH 

-P 

•H 

•rH 

0) 

rH 

•H 

•H 

rH 

Td 

> 

G 

rH 

•p 

<D 

to 

G 

OJ 

•E 

cO 

•H 

tl 

G 

tM 

G 

G 

bo 

bO 

e 

'H 

G 

G 

W 

G 

G 

C 

0 

2 

•(^ 

xs 

> 

•H 

> 

0 

<U 

•H 

•ri 

0 

•H 

G 

G 

G 

CJ 

0 

G 

H 

as 

(/? 

o; 

0 

■H 

0 

VH 

G 

OJ 

0 

•r  1 

!-i 

•ri 

P! 

H 

bO 

<D 

S 

>:Lr 

L) 

0 

0 

*H 

G 

ro 

P-; 

-P 

G 

XS 

G 

P 

P) 

•v'j 

•r  ! 

A) 

V 

. 0 

•H 

•H 

(1) 

a- 

D 

< ^ ( 

G 

0 

, — f 

r-l 

0 

Pr 

p 

-p 

P 

CO 

•1) 

r.' 

w 

G 

G 

OJ 

0 

G 

G 

C'J 

Q 

‘l-i 

— ; 

to 

G 

G 

Pr 

0 

0 

•J 

0 

• i 

l>j 

r_| 

ro 

G 

u> 

G 

>» 

•4 

"4 

A, 

a 

Ct^ 

CG 

CO 

E-i 

EH 

3 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum 


DISEASES  AGAINST  VfflICH  IMMUNISATION  IS  AVAILABLE. 


Acute  Poll <^y e li tis. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in 
the  district  during  1973*  The  Sabin  oral  vaccine  was . introduced  in  February 
1962  and  has  the  great  advantage  that  it  prevents  the  carrier  state  as  well 
as  giving  protection  against  the  disease.  Primary  vaccination  against  this 
disease  is  now  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  six  and  fourteen  months,  with 
reinforcing  protection  at  five  years  and  again  at  fifteen  years  of  age. 

During  1973 » children  of  sixteen  years  of  age  or  younger  were 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  and  678  were  given  reinforcing  protection. 

Dj.phtheria. 


For  the  twenty-first  year  in  succession  the  district  was  free  from 
this  disease. 

The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  diphtheria  during 
the  year  is  as  follows 

Number  immunised  443 

Number  receiving  reinforcing  doses  . . . 5^9 

Whooping  Cough 

No  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  1973*  ^^1  children 

received  protection  against  this  disease  during  the  year.  Reinforcing  injections 
are  now  not  normally  given  against  this  disease  because  of  the  risk  of  reactions 
in  older  children. 


Tetanus. 

No  cases  of  tetanus  were  notified  during  1973»  Parents  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  immunisation  scheme,  however,  and  all  persons  immunised 
should  have  readily  available  an  accurate  record  of  immunisation  so  that,  in 
the  event  of  an  injury,  the  correct  type  of  vaccine  or  serum  can  be 
administered. 

Details  of  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  tetanus  during 
the  year  are  as  follows:- 

Number  immunised  445 

Number  receiving  reinforcing  doses  . . . 704 

Measles. 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year  was  153 
which  is  the  largest  number  of  cases  notified  since  1967*  During  I968 
vaccination  against  measles  was  made  available  to  all  children  who  had  not 
been  protected  either  by  previous  vaccination  or  by  an  attack  of  the  natural 
disease,  but,  unfortunately,  net  all  parents  take  advantage  of  this  protection. 

Details  of  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  during  the  year  are 

as  follows 


Primary  vaccination  ...  3^^ 

German  Measles. 

This  disease  is  not  a notifiable  one,  but  it  can  cause  serioui> 
congenital  defects  to  the  baby  if  an  expectant  mother  contracts  it  during 
the  first  four  months  of  pregnancy.  In  order  to  protect  the  next  generation 
against  this  risk,  a scheme  to  vaccinate  girls  between  their  eleventh  and 
fourteenth  birthdays  has  been  introduced  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security, 

During  1973 1 274  girls  were  vaccinated. 
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Smallpox 0 


During  the  past  five  years  the  smallpox  eradication  programme 
of  the  World  Health  Organisation  has  made  remarkable  progress.  The  area 
of  the  world  in  which  smallpox  now  exists  and  the  populations  in  which 
transmission  of  smallpox  is  still  occurring  have  been  greatly  reduced. 

In  view  of  this,  the  Secretary  of  State  in  July  1971  accepted  the  advice 
of  the  Joint  Com.mittee  on  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  that: 

1.  Vaccination  against  smallpox  need  not  now  be  recommended  as  a 
routine  procedure  in  early  childhood. 

2.  All  travellers  to  and  from  areas  of  the  world  where  smallpox  is 
endemic  or  countries  where  eradication  programmes  are  in  progress 
should  be  protected  by  recent  vaccination. 

3.  Health  service  staff  who  come  into  contact  with  patients  should  be 
offered  vaccination  and  regular  revaccination. 

The  following  figures,  therefore,  show  a drop  in  the  number 
of  children  who  have  received  protection  during  the  year  under  review. 

Number  vaccinated  ...  66 

Number  re-vaccinated  ...  ...  123 

Tuberculosis. 


Four  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  patients  were 
suffering  from  the  disease  and  living  in  the  district,  the  total  being 
one  more  than  in  the  previous  year:- 


Males 

Females 


Pulmonary 

Non- pulmonary 

55 

■ ■ 2 

4o 

8 

95  10 

A weekly  session  for  patients  is  held  at  the  Purley  and 
District  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Brighton  Road,  Purley,  (OI-660  0177) 1 
on  Wednesday  mornings  from  9»30  a.m.  to  12.00  noon. 


The  Mobile  Chest  X-ray  Service  visits  the  Council  Offices, 
Caterham,  every  Tuesday  between  the  hours  of  4.30  p.m.  and  5*00  p.m. , 
and  anyone  over  sixteen  years  of  age  can  attend  for  X-ray  examination. 
The  Unit  also  visits  neighbouring  districts,  as  under :- 


Banstead: 


Purley: 


Central  Library,  Tuesdays:  ,7.30  p.m.  to 

Bolters  Lane  8. 30  p.m. 

War  Memorial  Hospital,  Wednesdays:  6.13  p.m.  to 

Brighton  Road.  7.30  p.m. 


It  is  important  to  emphasise  that  any  member  of  the  public 
over  sixteen  years  of  age  can  still  visit  the  X-ray  Unit  without  a 
previous  appointment  from  his  or  her  own  doctor.  During  the  year,  the 
total  num.ber  of  persons  who  attended  the  Unit  in  Caterham  for  X-ray  was 
1016.  In  addition  the  unit  examined  1104  patients  and  staff  of  St. 
Lawrence's  Hospital,  Caterham  during  February  1973*  Up  to  31st  August 
1973  one  case  of  tuberculosis  and  three  cases  of  lung  cancer  were 
detected. 
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The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  district, 
together  with  the  rates  per  thousand  population  for  the  year  1973 j is 
as  under 


i rffiW  CASES 

1 ' 

1 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

4 

0.10 

- 

- 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  for  the  quinquennial  periods 
from  1931  to  1970 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

1 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1931-35 

84 

0.79 

21 

0.20 

33 

0.30 

9 

0.09 

1936-40 

92 

0.70 

■ 44 

0.34 

49 

0.37 

11 

0.08 

1941-45  101 

0.88 

46 

0.4l 

47 

0.45 

12 

0.10 

1946-50  147 

1.02 

38 

0.27 

37 

0.26 

10 

0.07 

1951-55 

86 

0.53 

10 

0.06 

11 

0.07 

4 

0.02 

1956-60  101 

0.58 

15 

0.08 

12 

0.07 

4 

0.02 

1961-65 

52 

0.29 

8 

0.23 

5 

0.03 

4 

0.02 

1966-70 

L 

36 

0.19 

6 

0.03 

5 

0.03 

4 

0.02 

Protective  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  school  children  in  the 
thirteen  year  age  group.  During  the  year  434  children  were  vaccinated. 

Care  Committee. 

This  is  the  ninth  year  since  the  Caterham  and  Warlingham  Care 
Committee  was  formed,  and  during  this  period  the  financial  position  has 
been  maintained  and  has  allowed  them  to  continue  and  extend  their  help  to 
those  who  are  sick,  convalescent,  disabled,  handicapped  or  infirm,  irrespective 
of  age.  The  widening  of  its  scope  under  the  new  Constitution  has  allowed  help 
to  be  given  to  a far  wider  range  of  people. 

During  the  year,  the  Committee  has  tried  to  prevent  the  stress  caused 
to  mothers  struggling  to  bring  up  children  alone  when  the  father  has  deserted 
the  family;  this  growing  section  of  the  population  frequently  has  to  face  ^ 

financial  and  housing  difficulties  as  well  as  the  social  and  psychological  strain 
of  coping  on  their  own,  and  this  shows  in  its  effects  on  the  health  of  both  the 
mothers  and  children.  Two  of  these  families  were  given  a much  needed  holiday, 
and  a coal  grant  went  to  a third. 

Other  holiday  grants  went  to  help  a family  with  a child  suffering 
from  muscular  dystrophy,  to  a pensioner  worn  out  after  caring  for  months  for 
her  grand-daughter  during  a period  of  family  stress,  to  a handicapped  old  man 
whose  sister  needed  a break  from  caring  for  him,  to  a large  family  where  e 
mother  was  run  down,  and  to  a family  where  the  father  is  a severe  heart  case. 

Three  long  term  milk  grants  have  been  made  to  heart  patients  and  a 
coal  grant  to  a family  where  the  father  has  been  made  redundant  due  to  the 
present  economic  crisis.  This  family  were  left  with  no  heating  at  all  when  one 
of  the  children  had  severe  bronchitis. 

The  Committee  has  also  continued  to  give  a grant  towards  fares  for  a 
child  with  a severe  speech  defect  to  attend  Speech  Therapy  sessions  in  London. 

In  addition,  the  Committee  has  continued  to  help  its  regular  cases  in 
need  of  extra  nourishment.  During  the  course  of  the  year  seventeen  people  have 
at  various  times  been  receiving  extra  nourishment  grants. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  these  examples  that  the  Committee's  work 
has  more  than  ever  been  able  to  meet  cases  of  serious  need  and  is  vital 
in  the  life  of  the  local  community. 

- DISEASES  AGAINST  WHICH  IMMUNISATION  IS  NOT  AVAILABLE. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  one  notification  of  scarlet  fever  was  received  during  the 
year:  the  disease  was  of  a mild  type. 

Dysentery. 

Eight  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  1973 » one  case, due  to 
salmonella  enteritidis,  occurred  in  a woman  of  59  years  and  the  other, 
due  to  salmonella  haifa,  occurred  in  a man  of  39  years.  There  was  no 
connection  between  these  two  cases. 

Epidemic  Vomiting  Disease. 

Epidemic  vomiting  disease  is  a very  common  condition.  Not  many 
cases  are.  reported  to  the  public  health  department,  however,  because  it 
is  not  notifiable  but  it  was'  ascertained  that  nine  cases  occurred  during 
the  year. 


This  condition  is  well  known  to  parents  of  young  children  and 
to  general  practitioners  under  a variety  of  names  in  addition  to  epidemic 
vomiting  disease. 

In  the  winter  it  is  known  as  winter  vomiting  disease.  The 
condition  is  just  as  common,  however,  in  the  spring,  summer  and  autumn 
and  it  is  then  known  as  gastric  influenza  or  gastro-enteritis. 

It  usually  affects  children  in  infant  and  primary  schools  who 
may  secondarily  infect  their  families,  although  it  also  occurs  in 
secondary  schools  and  among  adults. 

The  onset  is  sudden.  Typically,  a child  goes  to  bed  feeling  well 
and  wakes  up  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  vomiting.  Diarrhoea 
usually  follows.  Other  symptoms  occasionally  present  are  abdominal  pain, 
prostration  and  dizziness.  The  attack  usually  only  lasts  for  a day  or 
two  and  recovery  is  rapid. 

It  does  not  spread  like  dysentery  or  food  poisoning  and  the 
epidemiology  of  the  disease  suggests  that  it  is  airborne.  A school 
outbreak  is  preceded  by  several  cases  occurring  at  about  two  day 
intervals,  the  incubation  period  varying  from  37  to  60  hours,  and 
children  who  go  home  for  dinner  are  affected  as  often  .as  those  who  have 
dinner  at  school.  It  also  spreads  among  children  who  are  .grouped 
together  rather  than  among  those  who  eat  the  same  food.  Bacterio- 
logical findings  are  negative  and,  in  view  of  this,  the  condition  is 
presumably  due  to  a virus.  One  attack  only  gives  temporary  immunity, 
and  a school  can  have  a second  outbreak  the  following  term. 

The  illness,  though  of  short  duration,  is  associated  with 
considerable  distress  and  if  the  child  is  at  the  same  time  suffering 
from  some  other  illness  it  can  have  a serious  effect. 
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, A forward  step  has  been  taken  in  the  epidemiology  of  this  disease 
by  Doctors  Clarke,  Cook,  Egglestone,  Hall,  Miller,  Reed,  Rubenstein,  Smith 
and  Tyrrell  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  the  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory  and  the  Clinical  Research  Centres  at  Harrow  and  Salisbury. 
These  doctors  published  an  article  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  of  the 
8th  July  1972  entitled  .’’A  Virus  From  Epidemic  Vomiting  Disease”,  The 
summary  of  their  report  is  as  follows: - 

”An  illness  consisting  of  vomiting,  fever,  and  mild  diarrhoea 
■'after  a short-  incubation  period  was  observed  in  a boarding  school 
and  reproduced  in  volunteers  who  received  filtered  extracts  of  faeces 
from  a typical  case.  The  main  discriminatory  diagnostic  feature  of 
the  illness  in  volunteers  was  vomiting.  The  faeces  contained  no 
pathogenic  bacteria  nor  any  virus  that  could  be  detected  in  tissue 
cultures  and  there  was  no  evidence  that  an  infective  agent  could  be 
grown  in  organ  cultures  of  human  intestine.  The  agent  was  shown  to 
be  ether  stable  and  passed  a 50-nim  filter.” 

CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY. 

Health  Centres  for  the  Elderly  are  held  as  under 


Surrey  County  Council  Health  Centre, 

Chaldon  Road,  Caterham-on-the-Hill. 

Surrey  County  Council  Health  Centre, 

Stafford  Road,  Cat erham  Valley. 

Church  Hall,  The  Green, 

Warlingham. 

The  old  people's  clubs  have  done  an  outstanding  service  in  giving 
old  people  an  interest  in  life  and  a feeling  that  they  are  still  valued  but 
some  old  people  do  not  like  a club  atmosphere  and  there  are  all  too  many  too 
frail  to  join  in  the  club  activities.  Health  Centres  for  the  Elderly  can 
give  many  of  these  old  people  a new  lease  of  life,  as  well  as  being  of  value 
to  those  well  enough  to  attend  clubs,  and  our  three  Centres  in  the  district 
are  meeting  this  need.  The  Old  People's  Welfare  Association  plays  an 
essential  part  in  these  Centres, 

The  staff  consists  of  a team  of  voluntary  workers,  health  visitors 
and  a physiotherapist,  A medical  officer  does  not  attend;  the  general 
practitioners  regard  the  health  visitors  as  acting  almoners  on  their  behalf. 
Advice  on  health  matters  including  diet  is  given,  welfare  foods  are  sold,  and 
physiotherapy  is  carried  out.  The  effects  of  an  improved  diet  and  vitamin 
supplements  and  the  gentle  physiotherapy  exercises  are  very  noticeable.  At 
first  the  old  people  often  look  dull  and  ill  - many  have  not  been  out  of 
doors  for  weeks;  they  come  in  using  walking  sticks  and  are  so  tottery  that 
they  have  to  be  helped  to  get  up  from  their  chairs,  but  after  only  a few 
weeks  the  improvement  is  quite  remarkable. 

The  Day  Centre. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Caterham  and  District  Old  People's  Welfare 
Association,  in  co-operation  with  the  Women's  Royal  Voluntary  Service,  a Day 
Centre  was  opened  in  July  I963  in  the  Scouts'  Hut,  Godstone  Road,  Caterham, 
This  experiment  proved  an  outstanding  success  and  it.  quickly  became  apparent 
that  bigger  and  better  premises  were  necessary.  Difficulties  however  were 
experienced  in  securing  a suitably  located  site  for  the  erection  of  a 
purpose-built  Centre,  but  the  problem  was  eventually  resolved  when  the 
Surrey  County  Council  agreed  to  make  available  part  of  a school  building  in 
Beechwood  Road,  Caterham,  The  accommodation  comprises  a Hall  and  Lounge 
for  the  Day  Centre,  (the  Hall  is  also  used  as  a Luncheon  Club),  a Kitchen 
for  the  preparation  of  meals  served  at  the  Day  Centre  and  Luncheon  Club  and 
for  meals  delivered  to  housebound  persons  at  their  own  homes,  and  a 
Chiropody  Cubicle. 


Every  Monday 

2.0  p.m.  to  4,0  p.m.  • 

Every  Thursday 
2.0  p.m.  to  4,0  p.m. 

Every  Tuesday 

9.30  a.m.  to  12.0  noon. 
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Severely  handicapped  people  are  taken  by  ambulance  to  the  Centre  at 
about  10.00  a.m,  and  there  they  get  coffee,  lunch  and  tea,  and  are  taken  home 
again  at  3*30  p.m.  This  relieves  their  relatives  for  the  day,  but  of  course 
the  outstanding  benefit  is  to  the  people  themselves;  they  feel  they  are  back 
in  the  community  again.  They  get  companionship  from  the  other  visitors  to 
the  Centre  and  affectionate  support  from  the  volunteers.  They  have  sing-songs, 
play  cards,  play  dominoes,  knit,  or  do  anything  else  they  fancy.  The  Centre 
also  caters  for  the  needs  of  younger  handicapped  persons,  and  experience  shows 
that  the  young  and  old  integrate  well  and  enjoy  each  other’s  company.  The 
Day  Centre  is  open  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each  week. 

Physiotherapy  is  provided  and  the  results  have  been  outstanding; 
the  physical  condition  as  well  as  the  mental  condition  of  all  has  improved 
greatly.  A chiropodist  attends  on  two  days  each  month.  Welfare  foods  are  on 
sale  at  the  Centre  for  the  elderly.  .T:Boy,  e'JJ  oo'y/r 

This  Day  Centre  is  an  excellent  example  of  what  has  been  achieved 
by  two  Local  Authorities  and  two  Voluntary  Bq^ies  working  together  in  close 
co-operation. 

Meals  on  Wheels. 


This  service  is  organised  by  the  Women's  Royal  Voluntary  Service  and 
is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  handicapped  and  elderly  of  the  District.  The 
service  is  available  on  four  days  of  the  week;  the  subsidised  cost  to  the 
person  concerned  is  lOp  per  meal. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  relevant  particulars  relating  to  the  water  supply  of  the  district 
are  as  under: - 

(a)  The  supply,  which  is  obtained  from  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company, 
was  satisfactory  at  all  times  in  respect  of  quality  and  quantity. 
Treatment  of  the  water  includes  softening  and  chlorination. 

(b)  Systematic  sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water 

going  into  supply,  in  association  with  other  districts  which  are 
supplied  by  the  sam.e  Company,  is  undertaken.  Four  routine  samples, 
together  with  three  samples  from  two  dwelling  houses  in  Caterham  Hill, 
Were,  taken  in  1973?  proved  satis-factory . -- 

(c)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct 
to  the  houses  is  the  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District, 
and  is  estimated  at  11,C08.  The  population  supplied  is  35i8^.  No 
houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

(d)  The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  sample  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year  under  reviev/  was  0.1  p.p.m. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  supplied  the 
Department  with  monthly  reports  on  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations 
of  treated  water. 

In  addition,  the  following  sample  of  water  procured  at  'Cnterhr.n  . and 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis  gave  the  following  results 

Parts  per 
million 


Total  Solids  dried  at  l80°C  ...  l64 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  as  Chlorion  ...  l5 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  . . . Nil 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  4.1 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  0.03 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ...  0.01 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  , 

4 hours  at  27^0  ...  0.08 


Alkalinity  as  CaCO 

Parts  per 
million 

...  42 

Hardness  as  CaCO, 

Carbonate 

...  42 

Non-carbonate 

...  62 

Total 

...  104 

Residual  Chlorine 

...  0.04 

Iron 

...  0.06 

Zinc 

...  0.07 

Other  Metals 

...  Nil 

Fluoride  (F) 

...  0.10 

Colour:  (Hazen  units) 

. . . Less  than  5* 

Appearance: 

...  Bright  and  clear,  very 

Electrical  Conductivity  at  20°C 

slight  white  deposit. 

. . . 24o  reciprocal  megohms 

pH 

...  8.7 

Taste 

. . . Satisfactory 

Odour 

. . . None 

Remarks; 

This  water  is  attractive  in  appearance  and  of  good  organic 
purity. 

As  judged  by  this  examination,  the  water  is  fit  for 
drinking  purposes. 

SICLMMING  BATHS 


There  is  no  public  swimming  bath  in  the  district.  There  are  two 
swimming  baths  attached  to  private  schools  in  the  district  and  four  small 
baths,  under  the  control  of  the  local  Education  Authority,  at  Schools  in 
Caterham  Hill,  Caterham  Valley,  IVhyteleafe  and  Woldingham.  In  addition, 
there  is  a swimming  bath  owned  by  the  Ministry  of  Defence  situated  in  the 
Caterham  Barracks. 

Regular  visits  are  made  by  the  Council's  Inspectors  to  these 
baths  to  ensure  that  they  are  satisfactorily  maintained  and  operated. 
Chlorine  and  pH  checks  are  made  regularly,  and  nineteen  samples  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  course  of  the  year.  All  baths 
are  provided  with  continuous  filtration  and  are  chlorinated. 

SEWERAGE. 


Apart  from  V/oldingham  and  small  isolated  areas,  the  whole  of  the 
district  is  now  reasonably  adequately  sewered  and  satisfactory  arrangements 
exist  for  the  disposal  of  sewage.  Stage  one  of  the  Woldingham  Sewerage 
Scheme  has  been  completed  and  over  160  properties  have  been  connected  to 
the  sewer  for  the  first  time.  In  addition,  during  the  year,  sewers  have 
been  provided  in  Church  Road,  Whyteleafe  and  Gravelly  Hill  and  l4  properties 
have  been  connected  thereto. 

A further  scheme  is  being  commenced  in  the  sewering  of  Tydcombe 
Road/Butterfly  Walk,  Warlingham  which  will  enable  l6  existing  properties  to 
be  connected  together  with  4 new  properties  in  the  course  of  construction. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  also  prepared  a Scheme  for  Stage  2 
of  the  Woldingham  Sewerage  Scheme  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  commence  during 

1974. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


To  assist  in  the  early  and  correct  diagnosis  of  certain  diseases, 
specimens  are  collected  by  this  Department  at  the  request  of  local  doctors 
and  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  West  Park  Hospital,  Epsom. 
Fifty-eight  specimens  of  faeces  and  five  samples  of  food  were  examined  and 
reported  upon  during  the  year. 


RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT,  I96O. 


Permission  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has 
been  obtained  by  a local  hospital  to  keep  radioactive  tritium,  and  the  total 
amount  (which  is  only  a beta  emitter)  is  0.25  of  a millicurie.  This  amount 
is  negligible  and  may  be  discharged  into  the  Public  sewer  in  whole  or  in 
part  in  accordance  with  The  Radioactive  Substances  (Hospitals’  Waste) 
Exemption  Order  1963- 

A Certificate  of  Registration  under  S.l.  of  the  Act  has  been 
issued  to  a local  Foundation  in  respect  of  the  keeping  and  use  on  the 
premises  of  radioactive  material.  The  total  amount  of  radioactive 
material  is  negligible  and  it  may  be  disposed  of  by  removal  as  refuse  or, 
if  liquid,  by  discharging  into  a drainage  system  provided  the  sum  total  of 
milliciiries  in  any  one  calender  month  does  not  exceed  two  millicuries. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

FACTORIES.  ACT,  196I. 

The  action  taken  under  tlie.  above  Act  during  1973  is  shown  in  the 
table  in  Appendix  I . 
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LIST  OF  SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 
CATERHAI'I  AND  WARLINGHAM  AND  THE  SERVICES  AVAILABLE  AT  EACH  CLINIC. 


Divisional  Medical  Officer,  South  Eastern  Division,  Divisional  Offices, 
"Grayswood” , 1 Castlefield  Road,  Reigate,  Surrey.  RH2  OSL 
Telephone:  83  - 46843. 


Caterham-on-the-Hill  Health  Centre,  Chaldon  Road,  Caterham,  Surrey,  CR3  5PG 
(Caterham  42320) 


Child  Health  Centre 

Family  Planning  and  Well  Woman  ) 
Clinics  ) 

Dental  Clinic  ) 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  ) 
Relaxation  Sc  Mothercraft  Classes) 


Every  Wednesday  10.0  a.m.  - 12  noon 
2,0  p.m.  - 4.0  p.m. 


- By  appointment 


Health  Centre  for  the  Elderly  - Every  Monday  2,0  p.m.  - 4,0  p.m. 


Caterham  Valley  Health  Centre,  2 Stafford  Road,  Caterham,  Surrey,  CR3  6JG 


(Caterham  47811) 

Child  Health  Centre 

Family  Planning  and  Well  Woman  ) 


Clinics  ) 
Dental  Sc  Orthodontic  Clinics  ) 
Midwife’s  Clinic  ) 
Relaxation  and  Mothercraft  ) 

Classes  ) 


Health  Centre  for  the  Elderly 


- Every  Wednesday  2.0  p.m.  - 4.0  p.m. 


By  appointment 


- Every  Thursday  2,0  p.m,  - 4,0  p.m. 


Warlingham.  The  Church  Hall,  The  Green,  Warlingham,  Surrey,  CR3  9NA 
(Not  on  telephone) 

Child  Health  Clinic  - Every  Tuesday  2,0  p.m,  - 4,0  p.m. 

Relaxation  Classes  - By  appointment 

Health  Centre  for  the  Elderly  - Every  Tuesday  9»30  a.m.  - 12  noon 


Whyteleaf e.  St.  Thomas's  Church  Hall,  Station  Road,  Whyteleafe,  Surrey. 

(Not  on  telephone)  CR3  CEP 

Child  Health  Clinic  - Every  Thursday  2.0  p.m.  - 4.0  p.m. 

Woldingham.  The  Village  Hall,  Station  Road,  Woldingham,  Caterham,  Surrey. 
(85  - 2085)  CR3  7DB 


Child  Health  Clinic 

Clinics. 

Opthalmic  & Refraction  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Physiotherapy 
Chiropody  for  the  Elderly 

Day  Nurseries. 

Oxenbridge , 

Station  Road,  Redhill. 

(86  - 62661) 


1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  month 

2,0  p.m,  - 4.0  p.m. 


By  appointment  through  the 
) Divisional  Medical  Officer, 

N "Grayswood,"  1 Castlefield  Road, 
Reigate,  Surrey,  RH2  OSL 

) (Tel:  83  - 46843) 


(Matron-  Miss  Ashton) 
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LIST  OF  OTHER  COUNTY  COUNCIL  FACILITIES. 


Ambulances:  Ambulance  Control, 

V/alton  Lodge  Estate, 
Brighton  Road, 
Banstead,  Surrey. 
(Tel:  863  - 53^91) 

In  Emergency  - Ring  999 

Midwives  and  District  Nurses: 

Miss  G.  Nicholson,  Area  Nursing  Officer, 
Divisional  Health  Office, 

"Grayswood,"  . : 

1 Castlefield  Road, 

Reigate,  Surrey.  RH2  OSL 
(Tel:  83  - 46843) 


HOSPITALS . 


The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  the  hospitals  and 
for  staffing  certain  clinics. 

1.  Local  Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  chiefly  serving  this  district  are:- 


Redhill  General  Hospital 

86  - 65030 

Caterham  & District  Hospital 

Caterham  43052 

Caterham  & District  Hospital  Annexe 

(The  Dene) 

Caterham  42006 

Clinics. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Males  only 

East  Surrey  Hospital, 
Shrewsbury  Road,  Redhill. 
(86-65081  Ext.  11) 

Mondays  and 
Wednesdays 

4.00 

p.m. 

- 6.15 

p.m 

Females  only 

Mondays  and 
Wednesdays 

2.00 

p.m. 

- 4.00 

p.m 

Males  only 

St.  Helier  Hospital, 

Mondays , 

9.30 

a.m. 

0 

« 

1 — 1 

1 

p.m 

Wrythe  Lane, 

Carshalton,  Surrey. 
(01-644-4343) 

Wednesdays 

8c  Thursdays 

4.00 

p.m. 

- 6.00 

p.m 

■ Females  only 
Tuesdays , 

3.45 

p.m. 

- 5.45 

p.m 

Wednesdays , 

1.45 

p.m. 

- 3.45 

p.m 

Fridays 

1.45 

p.m. 

- 5.00 

p.m 

MISCELLANEOUS  ADDRESSES. 


Area  Director  of  Social  Work; 
Mr.  G.W.  True 


11/13  Godstone  Road, 
Caterharn,  Surrey.  CR3  6RE 
(Caterham  47551) 


Citizens'  Advice  Bureau  Rear  of  Council  Offices, 

Harestone  Valley  Road, 
Caterham,  Surrey.  CR3  6YN 
(Caterham  44777), 


Caterham  & District  Old  People's 
Welfare  Assocation 


Beechwood  Road  School, 
Croydon  Road, 

Caterham,  CR3  6NE 
(Caterham  44307) 


Surrey  County  Council  Old  People's 
Home 


"Santa  Tecla" , 

43  Stanstead  Road, 
Caterham,  Surrey.  CR3  6AG 
(Caterham  42641). 


Moral  Welfare  Visitor 


N.S.P.C.C. 


W.R.V.S. 


Local  Registrar  of  Births, 
Deaths  and  Marriages 


151  Croydon  Road, 
Caterham,  Surrey,  CR3  6PF 
(Caterham  43728) 


599  Mitcham  Road, 
Croydon,  CRO  34E 
(01-684-4250). 

r/o  16/18  High  Street, 
Leatherhead,  Surrey. 

(01-953-76799) 

92  Grange  Road, 
Sanderstead. 

(01-660-6772) 


Beechwood  Road  School, 
Croydon  Road, 

Caterham,  Surrey,  CR3  6NE 
(Caterham  42243). 


24  Croydon  Road, 

Caterham,  Surrey.  CR3  6QB 
(Caterham  43128) 
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APPENDIX  I. 


FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1973 

FOR  THE  UPJBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CATERHAM  AND  WARLINGHAI^  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SURREY. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  I96I, 


PART  OF  THE  ACT. 


1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 

made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.) 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3,^  ^ 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

102 

59 

- 

- 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers*  premises) 

11 

26 

- 

- 

Total 

113 

85 

- 

II  - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

I Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
v/ere 

instituted 

Found 

! Referred 

Remedied 

Ij  To  H.M. 

j Inspectoi 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

(S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- ! 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

i 

(not  including  offences 

" 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

relating  to  out-work) 

1 

Total 

1 

1 — ■ ■ ■ , , ■ , — 

! 

1 

- 

- 

- 

PART  VIII'  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134  | 

Nature 

of 

Work 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sect.  133 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of  prose- 
cutions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

1 

Making  of 
Lampshades 

31 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for 

1973 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Caterham 

and  Warlinpiham  Urban  District  Council o 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Due  to  local  government  re-organisation,  there  has  been  no 
detailed  advice  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
regarding  the  production  of  a report  for  1973  but  in  order  to  complete 
the  record  I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  final  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  short  time  available 
has  dictated  that  the  content  is  mainly  statistical. 

In  spite  of  the  inevitable  effect  of  impending  local 
government  reorganisation,  the  work  of  the  department  was  pursued  with 
diligence  by  a staff  which  remained  unchanged  until  almost  the  end  of 
the  year  when  Mrs.  Sach,  Clerk  Shorthand  Typist,  retired  after  over  l4 
years  loyal  and  efficient  service.  In  December  the  District  Inspectors 
were  seconded  to  carry  out  meat  inspection  and  other  essential  work  as 
required  in  the  Godstone  Rural  District  where  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  was  seriously  depleted  and  this  arrangement  was 
expected  to  continue  for  the  remaining  life  of  the  two  Councils. 


The  health  education  programme  initiated  in  1972  was  continued 
and  following  an  "in  depth"  inspection  of  a large  local  hospital, 
lectures  were  given  to  a large  number  of  catering  staff  and  domestic 
workers  which  proved  to  be  highly  successful. 


During  my  l8  years  with  the  Council  I have  seen  many  changes; 
the  great  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  the 
considerable  improvement  in  the  general  standards  of  hygiene,  the  closing 
of  the  local  slaughterhouses,  the  abolition  of  much  of  the  cesspool 
drainage  in  the  area  and  the  replacement  of  a large  number  of  unmade  and 
unlit  roads  by  well  lit  highways.  Together  with  my  predecessor,  I was 
involved  in  the  programme  for  the  elimination  by  demolition  of  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  the  task  now  remaining  concerns  the 
preservation  of  the  existing  housing  stock  by  repair  and  improvement. 

Much  has  been  done  towards  improving  the  environment  very  often 
unnoticed  in  these  days  when  the  demand  for  the  material  things  of  life 
outweighs  those  of  aesthetic  value. 


The  writing  of  such  a final  report  is  something  of  a nostalgic 
experience  and  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  at  this  time  to  all  members, 
past  and  present,  with  whom  the  department  has  worked  over  the  years, 
especially  those  who  have  been  particularly  concerned  with  our  functions, 
for  their  support  and  understanding. 

To  the  chief  officers  and  all  colleagues  for  their  co-operation 
throughout  this  time,  I would  express  a word  of  thanks  on  behalf  of 
myself  and  my  predecessors  Mr.  Carden  and  Mr.  Allerton  both  of  whom  gave 
such  long  and  competent  service  to  the  district. 


The  work  of  the  department  has  been  carried  out  over  a prolonged 
period  by  a succession  of  able,  efficient  and  loyal  people  and  in  this 
respect  we  have  been  very  fortunate.  To  them  all  and  especially  the  present 
staff,  I would  pay  the  highest  tribute  for  their  sustained  application  to  our 
numerous  and  diverse  duties  and  problems. 


Finally,  I would  exhort  all,  in  spite  of  our  past  allegiance  to 
Caterham  and  Warlingham  now  to  think  "TANDRIDGE"  in  an  endeavour  to  launch 
the  proposf^d  Local  gov^i-ument  of  th^  ai'oo,  f>rt.  !^  jr’.xccoosfnl  future  in  the 
service  of  the  people. 
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Chief  P"'ihlic  Heni+lri  Ir.speotor 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Complaints. 


518  complaints,  as  under,  were  received 


Re 

drainage  and  sanitary  defects 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

44 

n 

housing  defects  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4l 

fi 

rats  and  mice  

• • • 

• • ♦ 

• • • 

194 

f] 

insect  and  animal  pests  . . . 

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

64 

tt 

foodstuffs  and  food  premises 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

61 

u 

nuisance  from  refuse  . . . 

• ■ • 

• • « 

• • • 

27 

If 

nuisance  from  smoke  and  fumes 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

28 

n 

other  nuisances  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

28 

II 

water  supply  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

If 

noise  • • • • ® • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

20 

Miscellaneous  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

Inspections. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  visits  made  by  the  officers 
of  the  department  during  the  year: - 


Housing. 


Housing  inspection  survey  

Housing  - general  (primary  inspections)  . 
Housing  - general  (re-inspections) 

House  improvement  - general  - inspections 
Standard  grants  - primary  inspections  *. 

- re-inspections  . . 

Improvement  grants  - primary  inspections 

- re-inspections 
■ ■ • ■ - work  in  progress  . . 

Qualification  Certificates  - general  (primary 
‘ - ■ • - inspections 

• • - re-inspections 


• • 


• • 


visits) 


• • 


Public  Health. 


Nuisances  - general 

- primary  inspections 

- re-inspections  ... 


Drain  Testing. 

Drainage  ■ 


general  . i . 
primary  inspections 
re-inspections  • • • 
work  in  progress 


Visits  to  caravans  or  camping  sites  ... 

Factories  (excluding  bakehouses) 

Bakehouses 

Butchers*  Shops  ... 

Fish  Shops  (including  Fish-fryers) 

Greengrocers  . . . 

Grocery  and  Provision  Shops  . . . 

School  Canteens,  Licensed  Premises,  Ice-cream  Premises 
and  other  food  preparing  places,  food  stores  and  food 

delivery  vehicles  ... 

Public'  Conveniences  and  those  of  Licensed  Premises 
Hairdressers'  and  Barbers'  Premises 
Swimming  Baths  ... 

Shops  under  Shops  Act  ...  . 

Patrols  under  Shops  Act  ... 

Visits  re  Clean  Air  Act  1956  ... 


98 

124 

118 

237 

8 

7 

74 

176 

186 

16 

10 

50 


192 

94 

284 


83 

45 

94 

21 

77 

59 

27 

126 

33 

97 

273 


706 

2 

11 

32 

387 

2 

37 


C/F  3,786 


19. 


B/F 


Visits  re  Rent  Acts  

" Animal  Boarding  Establishments  . . . 

Riding  Establishments  

Pet  Animals  Act  1951  

Rodent  Control  

Insect  Pests  

Infectious/Contagious  diseases  ... 

Cesspool  Emptying  ...  

Sale  and  sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

” Food  Complaints.  

” Water  Supply  

" Noise  Abatement  

” Health  Education  

Miscellaneous  


3,786 

5 

10 

9 

13 

129 

76 

126 

2 

155 

1^ 

30 

163 

70 

I8l 


4,895* 


^Excluding  visits  made  under  the  Shops  Act,  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act  and  in  connection  with  rodent  control  undertaken 
by  the  Council's  Rodent  Control  Staff  referred  to  on  pages  29,  30  and  31. 

Sanitary  Improvements. 

The  following  remedial  works  or  improvements  were  carried  out:- 


Premises  redrained  or  partly  redrained  

Defective  drains  relaid  or  repaired  ... 

Cesspools  renewed,  enlarged  or  repaired  

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  ■ 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  ... 

Vent shafts  or  soilpipes  provided  or  repaired  

W.C.'s  provided  with  new  pans  and  traps 

W.C.  fittings  provided, . repaired  or  renewed  

New  sinks,  washhand  basins  or  baths  fitted  

Trapped  waste  pipes  provided  or  repaired  

Sink  waste  gullies,  curbs  and  channels  provided,  repaired 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  renewed  

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  

Damp  walls  remedied  

External  walls  repaired  ...  

Yard  or  steps  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  

External  sills  repaired  ... 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed  

Wallplaster  repaired  

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  

Dustbins  provided  ...  

Natural  ventilation  provided  or  improved  

Nuisance  from  noise  abated  

Nuisance  from  smoke,  dust  or  fumes  abated  

External  decorations  repaired  ... 

Dirty  walls  cleaned  

Miscellaneous  defects  etc.  remedied  ... 


...  2 

...  12 

5 

314 

5 

2 

2 

...  1 

7 

2 

...  2 

or  renewed  7 

...  1 

1 

28 

...  23 

39 

...  23 

5 

...  15 

1 

67 

12 

...  22 

...  1 

9 

...  24 

3 

2 

...  6 

3 

...  10 

1 

...  21 


Improvements  secured  at  food  premises  are  shown  on  page  28 
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Notices. 


Informal; 

Issued  

Complied  with  

Formal: 


• • • • 


Issued  

Complied  with  

* Includes  notices  served  in  previous  years. 


• •••  •• 


• • • • • 


73 

92* 

2 

2* 


HOUSING . 


The  demand  for  rented  housing  accommodation  continues  and  the 
Council’s  ability  to  provide  the  required  dwellings  is  hampered  by  the 
scarcity  of  building  sites  in  the  area.  The  rapid  increase  in  the  tost  of 
houses  in  recent  years  will  mean  that  the  demand  for  such  accommodation 
must  increase. 


The  following  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Housing 

Manager: - 


Active 

list 

Deferred 

list 

Pensi oners 

Total 

Number  of 
lists  at 

families  on  Council's 
31st  December  1972 

housing 

221 

316 

237 

774 

Number  of 
Council 

families  rehoused  by 
in  1973 

the 

64 

11 

75 

Number  of 
lists  at 

families  on  Council's 
31st  December  1973 

housing 

286 

365 

267 

918 

New  Houses. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  relating  to  the  provision  of  new  residential  units  in  1973^- 

Number  completed: - 

(i)  By  local  authority  ...  4l  units 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  43  units 

Existing  Houses. 

The  following  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts  relating  to  the  demolition  and  repair  of  unfit  houses: - 


Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal;' action  48 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  formal  action  1 

Demolished  as  a result  of  informal  action  ...  . ^ . ...  Nil 

Demolished  as  a result  of  formal  action  .Nil 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  Nil 

Demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  Nil 


As  far  as  can  be  foreseen,  demolition  of  properties  in  the 
district  is  now  likely  to  be  limited  to  the  odd  individual  dwelling  which 
may  be  found  on  inspection  to  fall  short  of  the  required  standard. 
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House  Improvement. 


The  Council's  policy,  formulated  at  the  end  of  1971  in  connection 
with  stimulating  the  improvement  of  older  houses,  was  further  pursued.  In 
doing  so,  particular  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  tenanted  property,  with 
both  landlords  and  tenants  being  advised  about  Council  policy  and  the  various 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  relating  to  improvement. 

In  October  the  principles  outlined  in  the  White  Paper,  Housing  - 
The  Next  Priority  were  adopted  as  a policy  by  the  Housing  and  Health  Committee. 

Improvement  Grant s_j_ 

The  table  below  sets  out  the  numbers  of  applications  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  together  with  the  numbers  in  respect  of  the  previous  three 
years 


Standard  Grants. 

1973. 

1972. 

1971. 

1970. 

Applications  received 

7 

16 

31 

39 

Grants  approved 

7 (2) 

10  (8) 

26 

(25)  37 

Improvement  Grants  (Disc 

Applications  received 

59 

77 

58 

25 

Grants  approved 

46  (4i) 

58  (44) 

45 

(22)  18 

In  addition,  10  applications  in 

principle 

were 

considered 

being  approved  and  four  refused. 

The  numbers  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  of  houses  where  works 
of  improvement  were  completed  during  the  year,  involving  the  provision  of  the 


following  amenities 

Baths  22 
Hot  and  cold  water  to  baths  22 
Wash-hand  basins  2k 
Hot  and  cold  water  to  wash-hand  basins  24 
Sinks  l6 
Hot  and  cold  water  to  sinks  19 
Internal  W.C.s.  26 


In  addition  to  extensive  repair  work,  other  improvements  were  also 
provided,  including  the  following; - 

Electrical  works,  including  re-wiring 


and  provision  of  power  points  24 
Roof  improvements  4 
Provision  of  a separate  water  supply  15 
Provision  of  a damp  proof  course  9 
Remedying  dry  rot  and/or  woodworm 

infestation  2 
Bedroom  conversion/extension  8 
Bathroom  extension  4 


Qualification  Certificates. 


During  the  year  10  applications  for  qualification  certificates 
were  received  and  were  dealt  with  as  shown  below: - 


Applications 

received 

Granted 

forthwith 

Refused 

Deferred  to  enable 
specific  defects 
to  be  remedied. 

Granted 
following 
remedying 
of  defects 

10 

- 

- 

10 

3 

Overcrowding. 


No  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  recorded  during  the  year. 
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CARAVAN  SITES 


There  are  in  the  district  six  caravan  sites  which  have 
permanent  licences.  The  total  number  of  caravans  involved  is  fourteen 
and  seven  of  these  are  on  a site  at  Court  Farm,  Warlingham. 

A temporary  licence  is  issued  in  respect  of  one  caravan  at 
the  V/hyteleafe  Football  Club;  the  present  licence  expires  on  31st 
December  197^. 


SCHOOLS. 


All  schools  in  the  District  are  provided  with  a public  water 
supply  and  water  carriage  system  of  drainage.  The  county  primary  school 
at  '.'/oldingham  is  drained  to  a septic  tank  installation. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

Free  emptying  of  cesspools,  on  request,  is  provided  for  residents 
in  the  unsewered  parts  of  the  District. 

The  final  figures  supplied  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  giving 
the  work  done  by  the  emptiers  in  1973 1 are  given  belov/,  together  with 
comparative  figures  for  the  years  1969-72. 


1973 

Loads 

1972 

Loads 

1971 

Loads 

1970 

Loads 

1969 

Loads 

Caterham 

1^7 

279 

347 

317 

347 

Warlingham  & 

V/hyteleafe 

13^ 

Xll 

199 

IIQ 

91 

Chaldon 

2k3 

304 

360 

304 

400 

V/oldingham 

1,762 

3,387 

3,465 

3,397 

3,719 

2,l86 

4,181 

4,371 

4,128 

4,557 

73  premises  were  visited  by  an  emptier  twelve  or  more  times 
during  the  year.  The  figures  for  1973  show  a considerable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  loads  removed  due  to  the  construction  of  new  sewers  in  Woldingham 
and  also  because  1973  was  the  first  full  year  that  a 2000  gallon  tanker  had 
been  in  operation. 

(b)  Collection 

and  Disposal 

of  Refuse. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  which  is  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  is  undertaken  weekly  by  using 
six  compression  type  vehicles,  each  of  50  yards  capacity,  and  one  barrier 
loader.  More  frequent  collections  are  made  of  certain  offensive  types  of 
trade  refuse  and  special  provision  is  also  made  for  the  collection  of  the 
more  cumbersome  forms  of  household  effects.  Householders  are  also  invited  to 
dump  their  waste  materials  on  a site  provided  for  this  purpose  at  the 
Council’s  Chaldon  Road  and  Bond  Road  depots. 

The  refuse,  after  being  tipped  into  the  vehicle,  either  direct 
from  dustbins  or  from  light  aluminium  skips,  is  then  transported  to  the 
controlled  tipping  site  shared  with  Godstone  R.D.C. , and  some  39'  miles  from 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  urban  district. 

(c)  Refuse  storage. 

Action  was  taken  to  secure  the  provision  of  suitable  receptacles 
at  only  one  dwelling  house  where  accommodation  for  refuse  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  or  absent. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


The  following  amounts  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  at  various  food  premises  and  voluntarily  surrendered: - 


Meat.  Beef..... IO65  lbs. 

Lamb 126  lbs . 

Pork 139  lbs. 

Veal 16  lbs. 

Fish.  Cod............... 28  lbs. 

Skate 21  lbs. 

Other.  Chicken 95  lbs. 

Ducks 30  lbs. 

Offal 619  lbs. 

Rabbits 38  lbs* 

Bacon. 38  lbs. 

Ham 8 lbs. 

Sausages 25  lbs. 

Cooked  meats  (various) 50  lbs. 

Canned  Foods. 

Meat . Ham/Tongue * 9 tins 

Corned  Beef/Mutton. 2?  " 

Luncheon  Meat 4 ” 

Stewed  Steak  etc.. 5 " 

Other  Pate 23  ” 

Canned  Ravioli. 12  ” 

Food  Fish k 15  " 

Fruit/Fruit  juice 86  ” 

Milk 4 " 

Milk  Puddings  (various) 26  ” 

Soup 5 " 

Vegetables........ 71  ” 

Sausages 8 " 

Other  Butter/Margarine 440  lbs. 

Foods  Cheese 597  lbs. 

Lard/Cooking  fat 70  lbs . 

Biscuits.. 588  pkts. 

Coffee ■ 13  tins 

Cereals 13  pkts. 

Confectionery 236  pkts. 

Dried  fruit  (various) 50  pkts. 

Dried  potato.. 120  pkts. 

Flour 53  pkts. 

Macaroni. 35  pkts. 

Milk  puddings 37  pkts. 

Oats/oatraeal. 17  pkts. 

Salt 86  drums/pkts. 

Soup 156  pkts. 

Tea 203  pkts. 

Sugar 1149  lbs. 

Various 58  pkts. 

Apples 5 cases 

Cherries 1 tray 

Mellons 1 case 

Vegetables  (assorted) 55  boxes/cases 

Bread 2297  loaves 

Cakes 360 

Pies/pasties 80 
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In  addition,  the  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  as  being  unmarketable: - 

Frozen  Foods. 


Beef 222  pkts. 

Bread/cakes 1231  pkts. 

Chicken  etc. 38  pkts. 

Fish/Fish  cakes. 196^  pkts. 

Fruit/ fruit  juice 173  tins/pkts. 

Ice-cream 780  pkts. 

Lamb/ pork 65  pkts. 

Mousse 4i2  pkts, 

Fastry/vol  au  vents 776  pkts. 

Pies/pasties 240  pkts. 

Rissoles/Beefburgers  etc 674  pkts. 

Curries/Dinners 6l  pkts. 

Vegetables 2109  pkts. 

Faggots 136  pkts. 

Kidneys 6l  pkts. 

Trifles  etc 107  pkts. 

Other 94  pkts. 


The  frozen  foods  surrendered  for  destruction  resulted  mainly 
from  plant  refrigeration  failures,  and  since  this  involves  a loss  in 
weight  and  quality  of  the  food  once  defrosted,  it  is  accepted  by  the 
trade  as  being  unmarketable. 


FOOD  COMPLAINTS. 


Fifty-nine  complaints  were  received  concerning  a wide  range  of 
foodstuffs,  an  increase  of  four  on  the  number  received  in  1973*  The 
fullest  possible  investigation  was  made  in  each  case  and  appropriate  action 
taken. 


MILK. 


Twenty-eight  distributors  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959,  as  selling  milk  at  or  from  29  premises 
within  the  District. 

Regular  inspections  of  milk  premises  were  carried  out  during  the 

year. 


Licences. 

Three  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  1963  during  1973* 


Sampling. 


The  results  of  tests  on  samples  of  milk  taken  during  1973  are 
shown  hereunder: - 


Processed  Milk. 


Pasteurised  Milk 


Passed  Failed 


Methylene  Blue 27  1 

Phosphatase  26  2 


Untreated  Milk 

Methylene  Blue 


Raw  Milk 


5 4 


Goats  Milk 

Methylene  Blue 1 
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Nine  samples  submitted  for  examdnation  for  the  presence  of 
brucella  gave  negative  results. 

Ice-cream. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  91  premises  in  the  urban  district  were 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  one  being  also  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  this  commodity. 

Seven  ice-cream  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  Five  samples  were  satisfactory 
and  one  sample  placed  in  Grade  2 and  one  sample  in  Grade  3* 

Due  to  the  general  improvements  in  production  and  retailing 
methods,  there  is  now  less  need  for  such  frequent  sampling  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  as  was  necessary  in  the  past. 

Five  ice-cream  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the 
quality  test  proved  satisfactory. 

Ice-cream  must  contain  not  less  than  5?^  fat  and  '7^/o  solids  and 
where  prefixed  by  the  words  "Cornish"  or  "dairy"  the  fat  content  must  be 
derived  from  milk. 

Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

One  hundred  samples,  as  detailed  below,  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analysts  (Messrs.  Moir  & Palgrave,  of  l6  Southwark  Street,  S.E.l) 
for  analysis :- 


Number  of  Samples  J Samples  found  to  be 

analysed  | Adulterated  or  Irregular 


1 Formal 

Informal;  Total 

Formal 

1 Informal 

Total 

Appetizer 

- 

1 

1 

1 1 

— 

! " 

i 

Bread  (Pumpernickel) 

i 

1 

j 1 

— 

! 

- 

Butter  (Dairy) 

i 

3 

5 

_ 

1 ^ 

- 

Butter  (Rum) 

j 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Cheese  (various) 

I 

5 

5 

- 

1 

1 1 

Cheese  cake 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

) 

Cheese  Rice  Crunch 

- 

1 

1 

- 

t 

1 

Chestnut  puree 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Coffee  (instant) 

" 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Cream  (double) 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Cream  dessert 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Dessert  mix 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Essence 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Food  drink 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Food  flavouring  compound 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Garnish 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Grapefruit  (dried) 

- 

1 

1 

i 

- 

- 

Haggis 

- 

1 

1 

- 

i 

Ham  Roll  with  egg 

“ i 

1 

1 

^ ♦ 

- 

! 

Ice  Cream 

1 

t 

5 

5 

- ! 

- 1 

— 

i 

“ i 

- .J 

C/lj  - ! 

i 

I 

i 

{ 

34 

1 

1 

j 

2 

2 i 
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1 

Number  of  Samples 

■ Samples  found 

to  be  i 

i; 

analysed 

Adulterated  or  Irregular' 

! 

Forma]| 

1 

Informa]|  Total 

» 

' Formal 

} i 

j Informal!  Total  ■ 

B/F' 

1 

i 

i 

34  i 
} 

34 

i "" 

1 

t 

! 2 
i 

i 2 1 

! 

Jam 

ri 

t 

1 

f 

3 i 

3 

1 " 

1 

1 

i ! 

I 1 i 

Jelly 

i 

1 : 

1 

i ^ 

1 

i i 

Mandarin  Fool 

- 

1 ' 

1 

■ 

j 

i - 1 

Mayonnaise 

2 

2 

1 

1 _ ! 

Milk-  Channel  Islands 

3 ' 

^ i 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

i ! 

i 

- Pasteurised 

i; 

7 1 

- 

7 

_ 

! 

i “ ' 

- Untreated 

• I 

2 ! 

! 

2 

1 

1 ! 

Milk  Pow'der 

i: 

1 ; 

1 

1 

i 1 i 

Pappadoms 

ir 

- i 

1 1 

1 

; _ ! 

1 “ j 

Pasty 

_ j 

1 1 

1 

_ 

_ I 

Pate 

ii 

I 

2 ! 

2 

— 

{ ! 

“ 1 

Pickle 

! J 

r- 

1 

1 ; 

1 

_ i 

Pie  (uncooked)  (Beefsteak)  ' 

( 

1 1 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

Pie  (Shepherds) 

1 

,1 

1 

2 : 

2 

1 

1 i 

Pie  (Steak  8c  Kidney) 

jl 

1 

2 1 

2 

_ 

_ 

Pie  Filling 

1 

1 ! 

1 

- 

_ 

Pudding  (Apricot) 

: 

1 

1 : 

1 

- 

Rice  (Savoury) 

i 

1 ! 

1 

- 

i 

Salami 

;( 

j 

1 1 

1 

- 

- 

I 

Sauces  (various) 

■j 

4 • 

4 

- 

1 

1 

Sausages  - Beef 

i' 

i 

3 i 

3 

j 

- 

- 

Sausages  - Catering 

i 

4 ' 

4 i 

i 

- 

- 

Sausages  - Pork 

!' 

- 1 

5 1 

5 

j 

2 

2 

Sausages  in  Brine 

1 

1 i 

1 ; 

- 

i 

Sausage  meat  (Pork) 

i 

1 i 

1 ■ 

1 

1 

1 i 

Souffle 

1 

I 

1 i 

1 , 

1 

" i 

_ 

1 

Soya pro 

f. 

1 i 

1 ' 

i 

Spice 

“ j 

1 i 

1 . 

1 

“ 1 

- 

i 

Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy 

ii 

ii 

“ i 

3 1 

3 

- 

i 

Sugar  Confectionery 

- i 

5 i 

5 , 

1 

" 1 

1 

1 ! 

Vinegar  & Oil  Dressing 

•1 

li 

} 

J 

i 

f 

1 i 

1 ‘ 

1 

- 

- 

Vitamin  C Tablets 

> 

1 1 

1 

- j 

1 

IVhip 

if 

— ! 

1 ! 



j 

'1 

i 

1 

Total 

12  i 

88  j 

100  ■ 

1 i 

10 

11 

Of  the  100  samples  taken  for  analysis  eleven  or  H°/.  of  the  total 
were  found  to  be  irregular,  as  against  for  the  year  1972. 


The  average  composition  of  the  samples  of  milk  submitted  for 
analysis  was  as  under 

Channel  Islands  Milk. 


Solids  non  Fat  (legal  standard  8.5/0  •••  8.89( 

Milk  Fat  (legal  standard  h°/')  ...  4.5% 

Milk  excluding  South  Devon  and  Channel  Islands  Milk. 

Solids  non  Fat  (legal  standard  8.5%)  ...  8.5% 

Milk  Fat  (legal  standard  3?0  ...  3.8% 


The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963. 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisataon  plants  in  tha  District. 


Food  Hygiene. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1Q70. 


There  are  244  food  premises  in  the  District  which  are  listed  below, 
categorised  by  trade 


Trade.  No.  of  premises. 

Bakehouses, 6 

Butchers 19 

Cafes , Snack  Bars  etc 51 

Public  Houses,  Hotels  etc.. 44 

Confectioners 43 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Fryers 7 

Greengrocers 27 

Grocers 4l 

General  Stores 1 

Supermarkets 5 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  premises  registered  under  S.I6  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  were  as  under: - 


For  manufacture,  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream 1 

For  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream 90 


For  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  preserved 

foods...  38 


1,262  visits  were  made  to  food  premises. 


The  following  improvements  or  requirements  associated  with  food 
premises  or  vehicles  were  secured: - 


Sinks  provided  or  renewed 1 

V/ash-hand  basins  provided 1 

Constant  supply  of  hot  water  provided 1 

Lighting/and  or  ventilation  improved 1 

Impervious  surfaces  provided  or  renewed 1 

Nail  brushes  provided 8 

Soap  and  towels  provided. 7 

First-aid  outfits  provided 6 

'•Wash  your  Hands”  notices  provided 5 

Floors  repaired 7 

Walls  repaired. 3 

Floor  coverings  renewed.......... 1 

Equipment  or  fittings  repaired  or  renewed 2 

Equipment  or  fittings  cleansed 8 

Dirty  walls  cleansed 8 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed 7 

Dirty  floors  cleansed.. 9 

Refuse  receptacles  provided 6 

Warnings  re  food  exposed  to  contamination 6 

Warning  to  offenders  re  smoking,.,, 5 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided. 1 

Yards  cleansed 6 • 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed 4 

Food  vehicles  repaired  and/or  cleansed 1 

Storage  of  frozen  food  above  "load  line” 1 

Miscellaneous. . 5 


Over  recent  years  there  has  been  a steady  improvement  in  food  hygiene 
standards  and  on  the  whole  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  were  well  observed, 
little  difficulty  being  experienced  in  calling  for  attention  to  the  above  matters. 

The  main  focus  of  attention  is  now  required  on  bacteriological  standards 
which  involve  the  need  for  the  best  possible  personal  and  food  hygiene  practices, 
as  well  as  the  topical  question  of  stock  rotation,  especially  in  the  field  of 
perishable  coinriKxIities  which  usually  provide  a medium  conducive  to  bacterial 
growth;  our  health  education  programme,  as  indicated  bn  the  next  page,  is  a step 
towards  this  end. 

There  are  no  poultry  procossitig  establ i shment.t?  in  t,he  district. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


During  the  year  an  inspection  was  carried  out  of  the  food 
handling  arrangements  at  St.  Lawrences  Hospital,  Caterham.  A detailed 
report  was  presented  to  the  Hospital  Management  Committee,  one  of  the 
recommendations  of  which  was  that  a programme  of  health  education  lectures 
be  presented  to  all  food  handlers  in  the  hospital. 

It  was  felt  that  this  programme  should  include  not  only  those 
members  of  the  hospital  staff  who  actually  work  in  the  main  kitchens  and 
bakehouse,  but  also  those  who  are  responsible  for  supervising  patients  in 
washing  up  and  preparing  teas  in  the  ward  kitchens.  Accordingly,  a programme 
of  12  lectures  was  drawn  up,  the  first  three  for  kitchen  staff  and  the 
remainder  for  groups  of  ward  staffs. 

\ ' 

Photographs  were  taken  inside  the  various  kitchens  of  the 
hospital  to  illustrate  faults  in  food  handling  and  a number  of  graphic 
'point  cards'  for  lecturing  purposes  were  prepared.  The  lectures  were  of 
about  45  minutes  duration  and  the  number  of  staff  reached  was  l84. 


A Clean  Food  Handbook  produced  by  the  Surrey  branch  of  the 
Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  was  distributed  to  all  members 
of  the  hospital  staff  attending  the  lectures.  In  addition,  other  literature 
containing  useful  information  in  some  detail  was  given  to  supervisory  staff. 


GAME  ACT  1831 


Four  applications  for  licences  to  deal  in  game  were  considered  and 
granted  to  local  shopkeepers  during  the  year. 

PREVENTION  CF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  19^9 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  deal  with  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  under  the 
above  legislation.  Two  men  carry  out  the  duties,  one  spending  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  for  this  purpose  and  the  other  being  used  as  necessary. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  as  follows 

Surface  Infestation, 


Number  of  complaints  received  194 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  194 

Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby 

premises)  inspected  following  notification  324 
Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats  . 49 

(b)  Mice  (including  field 

mice)  104 

Total  number  of  premises  inspected  for  rats/mice 

for  reasons  other  than  notification  66 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats  9 

(b)  Mice  3 


A charge  of  the  cost  incurred  is  made  in  respect  of  disinfestation 
carried  out  at  business  premises. 

The  extent  of  infestations  by  rats  and  mice  was  again  reduced  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  trend  will  continue. 
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NOISE 


Twenty  complaints  concerning  noise  from  a variety  of  sources  were 
received  during  the  year. 

Nuisance  cahsed  by  the  flying  of  model  aircraft  in  respect  of  which 
statutory  action  was  authorised  was  abated  when  following  an  approach  from 
the  Council  the  owners  of  the  land  refused  the  model  flying  club  a licence  to 
fly  from  the  land. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Twenty  eight  complaints  were  received  concerning  the  emission  of 
smoke,  fumes  dust  or  effluvia  but  no  nuisance  was  caused  calling  for  statutory 
action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and/or  Clean  Air  Acts. 

SHOPS  ACT  1930 

At  the  end  of  1973  there  were  3^4  shops  on  the  Register. 

The  following  visits  were  made:- 

. Inspections  3^1 

Re-inspections  k6 

387 


Patrols  were  carried  out  as  under: - 

During  afternoons  of  early  closing  days  2 

The  following  contraventions  were  dealt  with:- 

Absence  of  statutory  notices,  forms  or  records 

Provisions  relating  to  the  employment  of 

young  persons  1 

Assistants  weekly  half  holiday  notice  11 

Closing  declaration  20 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

By  the  end  of  19^5  most  of  the  registered  premises  had  received  a 
general  inspection  and  the  general  standard  of  office  and  shop  accommodation 
in  the  area  was  found  to  be  good,  particularly  in  premises  which  had  previously 
been  inspected  under  the  Shops  Act  and  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations. 

The  main  problems  encountered  were  poor  lighting,  insufficient  heating, 
absence  of  handrails  to  stairs,  obstruction  of  passages  and  failure  to  anticipate 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  in  new  premises  and  when  adapting  or  altering 
existing  premises. 

Early  in  I966  the  general  inspection  of  registered  premises  was 
completed  and  in  the  annual  report  of  that  year  it  was  noted  that  very  few 
problems  or  queries  had  arisen  in  this  district  in  connection  with  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Act. 

In  the  annual  report  of  19^7  it  was  stated  that  most  premises  now 
comply  with  the  Act  and  that  contraventions  found  continue  to  dwindle  as  owners 
and  occupiers  become  more  familiar  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

This  trend  has  continued  to  date  with  most  premises  receiving  an 
annual  inspection.  These  inspections  have  enabled  records  to  be  kept  up  to  date 
as  there  continues  to  be  a tendency  of  failure  to  notify  the  Local  Authority  of 
changes  or  to  register  new  premises. 
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During  1971  when  carrying  out  routine  inspections,  particular 
emphasis  was  placed  on  safety  in  general  and  particularly  on  hoists  and 
lifts,  the  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations  I968  having  not  been  in  force 
when  many  of  the  original  inspections  were  made.  Difficulties  v/ere 
experienced  in  checking  Form  F5^  and  one  potentially  dangerous  contravention 
of  the  regulations  was  found.  It  was  felt  that  staffs  still  did  not  appear 
to  be  particularly  accident  conscious,  which  was  exemplified  by  the  number 
of  minor  accidents,  which  are  not  notifiable,  that  came  to  the  inspectors’ 
notice. 


With  the  new  corporate  approach  in  local  government  and  the 
acceptance  of  the  educational  role  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  present 
developments  are  basically  twofold. 

(1)  Consultation  at  the  planning  and  design  stage  for  new  offices  and 
shops,  and  when  altering  existing  promises. 

The  problems  experienced  so  far  are  in  relation  to  ventilation 
and  ceiling  heights  in  open  plan  offices  to  which  the  Building  Regulations 
do  not  apply,  the  O.S.R.P.  inspector  having  to  make  the  decisions.  In 
interpreting  the  facility  requirements  v/hich  in  the  regulations  are 
related  to  numbers  employed,  it  being  impractical  in  modern  office  design 
to  relate  facilities  to  square  footage  etc,  based  on  the  minimum 
requirer.ents  of  the  O.S.R.P.  Act, 

(2)  The  department  is  developing  a personal  health  education  programme 
in  the  district  and  included  in  this  programme  is  safety  and  health  at 
work.  The  response  so  far  has  been  excellent  indicating  the  need  for 
further  expansion  in  this  field. 

Office  and  shop  development  has  only  been  on  a limited  scale  in 
this  area.  In  the  developments  that  have  taken  place  the  installation 
of  lifts  and  machinery  have  been  to  a reasonable  standard,  and  other 
problems  have  only  been  of  a minor  nature. 

Due  to  enthusiasm  in  enforcement,  the  O.S.R.P.  Act  has  substantially 
achieved  its  purpose,  but  unless  vigilance  is  maintained  by  a properly 
qualified  inspectorate  standards  would,  no  doubt,  begin  to  degenerate, 
particularly  in  an  increasingly  cost  conscious  business  world. 

The  following  statistics  were  included  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1973  as  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and 
Productivity : - 

TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


1 

■ 

No.  of 

premises 

newly 

registered 

during  the 

year. 

1 — 

I Total 
number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving  j 

one  or  more  general 
inspections  during 
the  year. 

Offices 

7 

108 

35 

Retail  Shops 

15 

185 

123 

V.liolesale  shops , warehouses 
i Catering  establishments  open 

4 

3 

1 to  the  public,  canteens 

4 

32 

32  . 

j Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

{ 

; Total 

26  ! 

329 

193  ’ 

TABU]  B - 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general 

inspections)  to  registered  premises  350 
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TABLE  C - Analysis  by  workplace  of  Persons  employed  in  registered  premises 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Class  of  Workplace 

Offices 
Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 


Number  of  persons  employed 

2266 

750 

14 

public  137 

32 


Total  3199  (total  males  14-55 

( " females  1744) 

TABLE  D - Exemptions. 

Action  required  to  be  taken  arising  from  applications  for  exemption  in  respect  of 

Space  ) 

Temperature  ) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ) None 

Washing  Facilities  ) 


Contraventions  found  and  remedied  during  the  year  1973 

SHOPS  ETC. 
Contraventions 

Found  Remedied* 

OFFICES 

Contraventions 

Found  Remedied* 

Lack  of  cleanliness 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- - 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 1 

1 

Inadequate  heating 

2 2 

6 4 

1 

Absence  thermometers 

Inadequate  lighting 

8 7 

1 

Absence  of  sanitary  bin  or  destructor 

— — 

1 1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - Absence  of 

- ” 

“ — 

Insufficient 

- 

— — 

Ventilation 

- 

- - 

Lighting 

- 

— — 

Marking 

1 2 

— — 

Repairs  to 

1 

— 

Washing  facilities  - 

Insufficient  or  absence  of 

- - 

- 

Ventilation 

— - 

— — 

Lighting 

1 

— 

Marking 

«.  — 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply 

1 1 

1 1 

Lack  of  soap/and  or  towel 

- - 

1 1 

Dirty  condition 

— — 

Absence  supply  of  - Drinking  water 

— — 

W * 

Drinking  vessels 

1 

— 

Absence  accommodation  for  clothing 

- 

Absence  accommodation  for  drying  clothing 

1 

Absence  of  facilities  for  taking  meals 

••  ^ 

Absence  seating  facilities 

2 2 

“ — 

Unsatisfactory  or  obstructed  condition  of 
Floors,  stairs,  passages 

Inadequate  guarding  of  machinery 

3 2 

2 

Inadequate  or  defective  lifts  or  hoists  or 
guards  thereto 

2 1 

- 

Absence  of  or  inadequate  first-aid 
equipment 

Absence  of  Abstract  of  Act 

Failure  to  register  premises 

Defective  electric  wiring 

Mnc:r‘pll;^npnnR 

4 7 

7 7 

10  9 

7 6 

6 5 

6 4 

1 1 

Total 

46  41 

30  26  1 

* includes  notices  complied  with  from  previous  years. 
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P.gT  ANIMALS  ACT  19$1 


Applications  were  received  in  respect  of  four  premises  where 
satisfactory  provision  was  made  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act 
and  licences  were  granted  in  each  case. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISfflm-TTS  ACT  I963 

The  renewals  of  two  licences  were  granted  for  the  year  under 
review  relating  to  establishments  which  are  satisfactorily  conducted,  one 
in  respect  of  the  boarding  of  IOC  dogs  and  55  cats,  and  the  other  for 
boarding  50  cats. 


RIDING  ESTABLISHI-IENTS  ACTS  1964  8c  1970 


Three  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  under  review. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1964 


Only  one  dealer  remained  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Registration  is  valid  for  a period  of  three  years  from  the  date  it  takes 
effect , 


DISINFESTATION 


Twenty-three  premises  were  treated  during  the  year  for  various 
insect  pests.  There  were  sixteen  cases  of  infestation  by  fleas,  involving 
the  spraying  of  6l  rooms,  in  each  case  the  cause  of  infestation  being  due 
to  neglect  by  occupants  who  kept  animals. 

Advice  is  also  given  regarding  many  insect  pests  which  may  have 
little  or  no  public  health  significance. 

The  destruction  of  wasps  is  only  undertaken  by  the  department 
where  undue  difficulty  is  experienced  in  dealing  with  such  infestation,  or 
where  members  of  the  general  public  are  seriously  inconvenienced.  Residents 
reporting  wasps'  nests  are  advised  on  the  treatment  to  follow  and  are  also 
referred  to  a private  individual  who  is  prepared  to  deal  with  such 
infestations  on  the  payment  of  a fee. 


DISINFECTION 


One  room  was  sprayed  following  a case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
Requirements  for  steam  or  chemical  (formaldehyde)  disinfection  have  been 
minimal  in  recent  years. 
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